`September 20, 2005

Town Board Minutes

A Regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, September 20, 2005 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:

LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor

JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilperson

FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilperson

ANN LINDAU



Councilperson

JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilperson

Also present:JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


Director, DOTS



ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER
 
Asst. Director, DOTS



KATHLEEN BURLESON


Director, DES



JEFF TKACS



DES/Safety & Sec. Coor.



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Director



CATHERINE MASTRACCHIO

Deputy Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *       

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *        

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *
SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi said she would first ask for a report from Jeff Tkacs, Homeland Safety & Security Coordinator. Supervisor Puglisi said it is her belief that the Town of Cortlandt is the only Town in New York State that has this position which is very important to our community.  She said he would be updating the community on some of the preparedness for emergencies and a few items about victims of Hurricane Katrina and what our community is doing to assist.  Supervisor Puglisi said our hearts and prayers go out to victims of the Hurricane Katrina.

* *         
SAFETY and SECURITY REPORT – Jeff Tkacs
On the Town Board agenda tonight there is a resolution in recognition and support of September as National Preparedness Month.  A few of the activities the Town has been or will be engaged in during this month are the coming second annual local government Town of Cortlandt safety and security summit.  This is a forum by which we have emergency plans and emergency response personnel from the first responders’ community come into the room and talk about their planning preparedness and recovery efforts.  One of the topics this year will be “How ready are we?”
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SAFETY and SECURITY, (cont.)
Jeff said he has been working with representatives of Con Edison and probably during the fall we will be conducting a table-top exercise of selected Town department heads working with a winter weather disaster scenario to test our comprehensive emergency plan. 
Over the last thirteen months the Town has adopted a number of measures and one of those was the adoption of this new, revised comprehensive emergency management plan.
On October 6, 2005 at 7:00 pm we will be conducting an open orientation volunteer recruitment meeting for our next training in our disaster reserve partner group.  The Town has purchased a one hundred person capacity disaster supply trailer and we have one group of volunteers that already have utilized the trailer.  We conducted an exercise last September as part of last year’s preparedness month and the training video has been shown on the local cable access channel.
We do expect, because of the hurricane in the Gulf, there will be a lot more awareness and interest in volunteering for this particular group.

We are always looking to get more residents signed up for the subscription to receive our homeland safety and security announcements and information, such as scheduling for siren tests related to the Indian Point plant.  The Town provides this information by way of a subscription on the Town’s website.

There will soon be announcements regarding invitations for our Town residents to participate in the Hurricane Katrina relief and recovery effort in conjunction with the Lakeland Elementary Schools.
For those people wishing to donate cash to the American Red Cross they may call 1-800-HELP NOW or the Red Cross website at www.redcross.org.

* * * * *                                          

Supervisor Puglisi said the Town is also partnering with Lincoln Titus Elementary School in the Crompond section of the Town.  They are gathering items to be sent to the Gulf coast area to help the families and victims of Katrina.  Wendy Dyckman of the Supervisor’s staff will be coordinating the effort for the Town.  Bins have been placed outside the Supervisor’s office, at the Westbrook Drive senior citizen community center and in the office of the Lincoln Titus Elementary School  and there is a whole list of items that are needed.

We have also received information from County Executive Andy Spano requesting whether there is anyone available in our area to host evacuees in their homes 

* *

Supervisor Puglisi introduced Captain Michael Copy, in charge of the New York State Police in our area.  Sergeant William Dexter accompanied him.  The State Police work in concert with mutual aid with Westchester County Police Department and with all the other police departments in our Villages, etc.
Captain Copy said investigation is ongoing into bank robberies and an entire team of investigators assigned to the Cortlandt barracks is working on that right now as well as uniformed troopers.  
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)
As a result of the enhancement that has been made at the Hawthorne State Police, specifically construction of the Traffic Management Center and communications, troopers assigned to the Cortlandt, Philipstown and Putnam Valley areas are now being dispatched from the Traffic Management Center at Hawthorne rather than from the Cortlandt barracks.  The desk at Cortlandt has not been shut down.  Troopers are still there, however the desk is not open 24/7.
One of the reasons for the transfer of dispatch services to Hawthorne was to take advantage of the greater infrastructure available there.  There is new technology now that enables location of someone using cell phones to contact 911.  Additionally, instead of having one trooper at the Cortlandt barracks answering 911 calls, as was the case, and dispatching four, five or six troopers at any one time, they now take advantage of the fact they have six or seven communications specialists who have been trained to answer the calls at the Hawthorne barracks.  This will result in better service and increased response time to residents of all the municipalities.

Captain Copy said this has allowed him to put on an extra midnight patrol in the Town of Cortlandt.  By closing the barracks at night, they are now able to take the trooper from behind the desk while answering the calls at Hawthorne, and put the trooper on the road.  This will result in a substantial decrease in response time to a resident.  Cortlandt barracks is open from 7 am to 11 pm every day and more if needed.   There is also a button at the front door of the Cortlandt barracks that will connect with the dispatcher at Hawthorne.
Four sergeants are assigned to the Cortlandt barracks at the present.  They work around the clock.  This is not unique to the Town of Cortlandt.  This was one of the last areas in the state that had a barracks that was maintained and open 24/7.

Captain Copy said they are committed to continue to review the situation and if there are changes to be made, that will happen.  To further provide the public with information, there will be a cable television show provided on the local access channel which will provide an overview of dispatching at Cortlandt barracks and the improvements that have been made at the Traffic Management Center.

Councilmember Lindau asked what kind of presence the State Police have at the Town Center and Captain Copy replied that there are four troopers there who patrol from the Town Center.  They have a small office in back of the Town Center from which they start and end their shift.  They can process arrests there and if they so choose can meet with residents at that location.

By transferring the dispatching services to Hawthorne, Captain Copy said he is now able for the first time to commit three patrols of three men during the hours of midnight and 

5 am and during the hours of 7 pm to midnight and from 5 am to 7 am there will be six troopers on patrol.  He said he feels it is a significant improvement and it gives the largest concentration of troopers in any one area in the State.

As of today there have been over 150 driving while intoxicated arrests out of the Cortlandt barracks, five percent of which occurred in Putnam County.  Well over 4,000 tickets have been issued to date.  Over 200 domestic incidents have been investigated, primarily in Cortlandt.  Troopers have visited every establishment in the Town of Cortlandt that has alcohol for sale for consumption.  This Town has the most aggressive approach to try and regulate alcohol use.
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)
Captain Copy said they have also been handling a lot of public nuisance in the Verplanck area and are working very closely with the neighborhood watch in that area and have been cracking down on some of the quality of life issues including drag racing, graffiti, fireworks, quarry trespassing, etc.  He said a lot of arrests are being made in the quarry and dock areas and he urged the neighbors of that area to contact either his office or Sgt. Dexter if they have a specific concern.
Dogwood Lane continues to be monitored and there is aggressive enforcement there with regard to commercial vehicles.  

An issue on Cynthia Lane with regard to ATV usage is still being worked on with the Department of Environmental Conservation.

Captain Copy said he is here for the Town and if there are any concerns residents should contact his office.

Supervisor Puglisi noted that Councilmember Sloan works on this coalition with the State Police and she gave her thanks to him for his service.  She further thanked the investigators for the rapid solution to the fire at the Eighth Street playground in Verplanck.

* *    
Supervisor Puglisi said a letter has been written to Entergy asking whether they can replace the playground equipment that was burned and they are donating $10,000 towards our cost.  It will cost around $50,000 to $52,000 to replace, about half of which is covered by insurance.
* *    
The Peekskill Rotary Club’s annual horse show is being held September 24th and 25th at Blue Mountain Reservation.

* * * * * * * * * *   
ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk all Town Board members indicated their presence.

* * * * * * * * * *       

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember John Sloan announced that the Cortlandt Upper Teen Entertainment Center, (CUE) is now open to freshman.  If you are that age and are available for an hour or two to sit around and watch television, play poker, play pool, it might be the place to go.
* *    

The Cortlandt Community Coalition meets once a month and follow up on a number of programs that the coalition has launched.  We’re quite proud and happy that Captain Copy said we are one of the most aggressive communities in Westchester in trying to raise the bar in terms of expectations relative to underage drinking.  We want to raise the level of permissiveness to one that is more appropriate.
* *   
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
Referring to the item on the agenda regarding Indian Point, Councilmember Sloan said it is his opinion, shared by some of the other members of the board, that a couple of the recommendations should be taken from the report, particularly the ones that discuss some of fictitious aspects of the current plan. He referred to the Witt report, written three years ago on the evacuation.  Jeff Tkacs did a synopsis of the plan this week and he came up with twenty-eight major recommendations out of the eight hundred page report.  There are two camps in the debate over the evacuation plan.  One is that since you can never have a perfect evacuation plan, therefore it is unworkable and therefore the Indian Point licenses should be revoked right now.  The other camp says any evacuation, no matter where it is, is never going to be perfect.  An evacuation plan is not a litmus test to close Indian Point, but a play that should continually be looked at and renewed. They should come up with a consultant who would work with us to provide a better solution.
One of these fictitious aspects is that the schools would be evacuated by buses coming up from Yonkers.  Rather than guiding traffic at key intersections, police officers would be at schools stopping parents from picking up their children.  I would like to see that and a couple of other things changed.  If we take a couple of solutions we will make a positive step toward improving the evacuation plan.  Hopefully the powers to be understand what we’re doing and hopefully we come up with good solutions that will adopt these kinds of problems and that they get adopted and planned a little bit better because of the efforts of this board.

* * * * *   

Councilmember Ann Lindau reported that a drawing had been held for apartments at Jacobs Hill that was very successful.  This coming Thursday there will be another drawing for eight affordable condominiums in the same complex located behind King Buffet.

* *    

On October 1st there will be a reenactment of the shooting of the Vulture at Croton Point Park, a portion of a weekend of events in celebration of Patriots’ Weekend.  At 9 am at John Paulding’s grave located in Van Cortlandtville, there will be the laying of a wreath.

On October 23rd we will be celebrating the centennial celebration of the new Croton Dam followed by refreshments at the Croton library.  The Town is sponsoring this along with the Friends of History and the Croton Historical Society has an exhibit at the library about the dam.

Councilwoman Lindau thanked Wendy Dyckman of the Supervisor’s staff for all her help.

* * * * *    

Councilmember Joe Cerreto announced that Kathleen Burleson has completed her requirements for Level One of the Road Master Program at Cornell University. She is always trying to improve her skills and that is why she has been doing such a good job in managing the DES.

* *     

Councilman Cerreto suggested that anyone not having accessed the Town’s website should do so.  Forms are available for downloading and it saves a lot of time.  He thanked Councilman John Sloan for a program that is working very well.

* * * * *      
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
Councilmember Frank Farrell referred to the item on tonight’s agenda regarding the Montrose Station Road Bridge.  He thanked Kathleen Burleson and her department, as well as Sam Carcova for taking the initiative to pave the bridge and make the travel surface more passable for the time being.  The road was in terrible state.

He referred to the items on the agenda about Sprout Brook Park and said he feels both of the fields will be a terrific addition to the Town’s recreational opportunities for people.  It should be ready for play in the fall of 2006.

* *     

Councilmember Farrell thanked Mayor O’Neill and his board in Buchanan for hosting a September 11th memorial event for the community.  They invited the Cortlandt Town Board and representatives from local clergy, fire departments and ambulance corps.  There were a few speakers and it was a memorable event.

* *

Councilman Farrell said in spite of numerous invitations, Mr. Witt has not yet returned to the Cortlandt area to explain to us what we would do in the event of an emergency, not only at the nuclear power plant, but other emergencies, perhaps involving one of our dams or other vital infrastructure.  If we can learn anything from the recent events in New Orleans, it is the people closest to events such as local police, fire and ambulance personnel who are going to be bearing the initial brunt of the event.  We need to continue to shoulder the burden of trying to coordinate what should be a much larger picture involving federal, county and state players.
He thanked Jeff Tkacs for the work he has done and for preparation of the points in his rfp.
* * * * * * * * * *       

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Minutes of the Regular meeting of August 16, 2005 and the Special meeting of August 8, 2005 were unanimously approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman on motion of Councilmembers Sloan and Cerreto.

* * * * * * * * * *       

PUBLIC HEARINGS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *       

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *     

BID REPORTS

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 301-05 –RE:  Receive and file bids opened on September 16, 2005 for the Steamboat River Park environmental restoration.  Award contract.

* *       
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BID REPORTS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 302-05 – RE:  Receive and file bids opened September 12, 2005 for demolition of a highway maintenance structure and award contract.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi asked whether these two preceding resolutions are to be referred to the State DEC and Ed Vergano said that is a part of the resolution.  The bids came a bit higher than anticipated and the State may or may not allow the bid.  We may have to rebid.

Councilmember Lindau said then we are really not awarding it and Mr. Vergano responded that it is being awarded conditioned on the State DEC’s approval.

T. Wood said DEC will reimburse the Town ninety percent of the contract.
* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 303-05 – RE:  Receive and file bids opened September 12, 2005 for Quaker Bridge Road drainage improvements and award contract.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 304-05 – RE:  Receive and file bids opened September 12, 2005 for Sprout Brook Park Little League field and award contract.

* *

RESOLUTION NO.  305-05 – RE:  Receive and file bids opened September 12, 2005 for Sprout Brook Park soccer field and award contract.
* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 306-05 – RE:  Receive and file bids opened September 12, 2005 for Charles Cook Pool concrete slab and award contract.  

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         

REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

August, 2005 – Receiver of Taxes, Town Justices, Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following items of business be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Report from the Assessor with respect to property to be sold to the CCVAC.

* *       
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)
 Six (6) month status report from the Town Historian, Laura Lee Keating.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Ms. Keating for her work on our behalf.

* *      

Notification of Intent to sublease from Sprint with respect to co-locators on one of their towers located in the Town of Cortlandt.

* *     

Letter from Assemblywoman Sandra Galef with respect to eminent domain.

* *     

Letter from Cablevision with respect to meeting not airing properly on the Town’s cable channel.

* *      

2005 Capital Improvement Project (CIP) status report from DOTS.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Ed Vergano, DOTS Director for an excellent report, joking that there were only 87 projects.
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

 NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved the following items be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted where indicated.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.

Letter from Domenico and Natalie Volpe requesting a parcel located at 2 Westbrook Drive be reinstated in the County sewer district.

RESOLUTION NO. 307-05 – RE:  Authorize a request to Westchester County for their consideration of reinstating this parcel into the County sewer district.

* *               

Petition from residents of Northridge Road requesting a traffic mirror.  Deny said request as same is not a state authorized traffic device.

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell asked if the residents would be able to put something up on their own.  Supervisor Puglisi said upon the advice of counsel, the Town Highway Department is not allowed to do this

T. Wood responded that if it is installed on private property there would be no objection, but not in the Town right-of-way.
* *

Letter from John Viola with respect to traffic and safety issues on Jacob Street and comments from DOTS with respect to same.
RESOLUTION NO. 308-05 – RE:  Authorize the Department of Environmental Services to install reflectors and 15 MPH speed signs in the school zone.
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)  
 Letter from Larry Green with respect to speeding on Maple Avenue.  Refer, also, to                            DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* *   
Minutes from the August 22, 2005 meeting with DOTS and New York State DEC with respect to the Cortlandt Lake Dam.

* *
Report from Coleman Environmental Consulting with respect to Lake Meahagh.

RESOLUTION NO. 309-05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to seek bids to facilitate the restoration of Lake Meahagh.
* *  
Letter from John LaMagna with respect to safety and emergency services in the area of Little Lake Run; and refer to New York State and Westchester County Police Departments.

* *
Letter from Edward Littleton regarding establishing a program for Town residents to car pool.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said we are looking into this possibility.  Several communities have what they call “Park and Rides” and we are going to check out to see if we can do this.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the original copy of this document.)

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted and the resolution indicated be removed from the agenda.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion.
RESOLUTION NO. 310-05 – RE:  Appoint Thomas Dalton as Laborer Helper in the Department of Environmental Services and upgrade two existing Helpers to Laborers in DES.

* *  
RESOLUTION NO. 310a-05 – RE: Appoint Nathan Purvis as Laborer in the Department of Environmental Services. 

Discussion:  Both gentlemen were in the audience and introduced by Supervisor Puglisi.

Councilmember Lindau said she served on the Interview Committee and these men are two outstanding candidates.

* *
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REMOVE  -  Appoint a Deputy Town Assessor.
RESOLUTION NO. 311-05 – RE:  Authorize amending the Town Assessor’s Employment Contract to provide for part-time and advisory service.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 312-05 – RE:  Authorize amending the hours of a part-time kitchen aide at the Muriel Morabito Community Center.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 313-05 – RE:  Authorize requests for proposals for a Professional Service Agreement with respect to reviewing the Witt Report and the implementation of the evacuation plan.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 314-05 – RE:  Appoint Gallagher Bassett as the Town’s insurance carrier for general liability.

* *                                                                                     
RESOLUTION NO. 315-05 – RE:  Authorize a contract with respect to the Preservation League of New York State and grant funds to complete a cultural resources survey of local historic roads in the Town.
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 316-05 – RE:  Authorize a License Agreement with Cortlandt Self Storage with respect to a sign on Route 6.
* *   
RESOLUTION NO. 317-05 – RE:  Recognize September as being National Preparedness Month.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

Councilmember Cerreto moved to adopt the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 318-05 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute an amended Inter-Municipal Agreement with the Town of Yorktown and the City of Peekskill with respect to the Route 202/35/6/Bear Mountain Parkway study and sustainable development.
* *      
RESOLUTION NO. 319-05 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Inter-Municipal Agreement with Lakeland School District for the joint construction and use of tennis courts at Walter Panas High School.
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)     

RESOLUTION NO. 320-05 –  RE:  Authorize the purchase and installation of replacement playground equipment for Old Pond Park located on Eighth Street in Verplanck.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 321-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to solicit proposals for heat, ventilation and air conditioning maintenance at Town facilities.  

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 322-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to receive bids to construct sidewalks along Route 9A from Springvale Road to Maiden Lane.

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell said E. Vergano had indicated to him that the engineer who has designed this for us wanted to address the very steep and curving portion of the sidewalk.  They suggested that the sidewalk cross Route 9A and then cross over to the original side.  We’ll go to the site and visualize how it will work up prior to awarding the bid since it is a tough location.
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 323-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to enter into a professional services agreement to evaluate and prepare alternatives to rehabilitate the Montrose Station Road bridge over the Metro North railroad.

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 324-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to award a contract for repairs at Steamboat Dock.

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 324-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to receive bids relative to Trolley Road drainage.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 325-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to receive bids to modify Stephens Lane pump station.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *    
ADDITIONS to the AGENDA
Councilmembers Lindau and Farrell moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda; that the documents be received and filed and the resolutions adopted.
Correspondence:
Petition from residents of Priscilla Court requesting to have their street paved; and refer to DES and DOTS.

* *
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)
Letter from Nancy Thomas with respect to a pond on Furnace Dock Road; and refer to DES, Code Enforcement and the Legal Department.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *
RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION NO. 327-05 – RE:  Authorize a Professional Service Agreement with respect to various DOTS projects.

* *   
RESOLUTION NO. 328-05 – RE:  Schedule a Special Town Board meeting for September 26, 2005 at 7:00 pm to authorize a construction contract with respect to the Town Hall entrance.
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *     

BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:
RESOLUTION NO. 329-05 – RE:  Authorize budget amendment.

Discussion:  Comptroller Glenn Cestaro explained the amendment, a copy of which is affixed to the original copy of this document.
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *   
REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* * * * * * * * * * *       

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)
None.

* * * * * * * * * *       
ADJOURNMENT – IN MEMORY OF:
Supervisor Puglisi asked that everyone stand in respect to the memory of Cortlandt’s four victims of 9/11/2001 – Joseph Zucallo, James Oakley, Thomas Sinton and William Abrahamson.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm on motion made by Councilmember Sloan, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto.  All voted AYE.








Respectfully submitted,








JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk
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